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COMMENTARY

Foundation of Freedom

A few weeks ago, while visit-
ing one of our recruiting offices, I
had the honor of enlisting a young
woman while her proud parents
looked on. She raised her right hand
and swore an oath. She swore an
oath to support and defend free-
dom. She swore an oath to support
and defend the Constitution of the
United States. That oath is steeped
in the heritage and somber in its true
meaning. It’s serious business.

When she was done with the
ceremony portion, I sat down with
her and her parents to chat. I pulled
out a copy of the Constitution that I
often carry with me. As we discussed
her bold decision, I handed her the
copy and gave her a challenge — read
it. Statistics tell us that most young
citizens of our nation have not actu-
ally read the Constitution. We will
swear an oath to support and defend
it, even to die for it, but we can’t be
sure what it actually says.

The news is frequently
charged with passionate arguments
about the intricacies of the Constitu-
tion. In the profession of arms, we
hold this document as sacred. On its
behalf we sacrifice our time, our re-
lationships, even our lives. We work,
we struggle, we train, we deploy and

we fight. We fight as if everything

Second Lieutenants (L-R) David Smith,
= Courtney Tremer and Drew Tatum, celebrate
L == after graduating from OTS 2 Sept. Smith
:"and Tatum are slated to become pilots and
Tremer a logistics officer.

“Providing combat-ready
support across the
spectrum of operations”

COL. DAVID CONDIT
Commander, 908th Airlift Wing

we hold dear is at stake, because it is.
That document represents our nation
and our freedom. Our nation is not
perfect, but it is exceptional in that
we constantly strive for freedom and
equality.

Let me offer the same chal-
lenge I did to that dedicated young
woman who swore an oath. I chal-
lenge you to read the Constitution.

I will not demand you read the way
I do. In fact, I'll fight and die for
your right to see things differently.
Whether you last read it recently,
years ago or never, | challenge you to
read the words on which our oath is

based.
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A MOMENT WITH THE

'HAPLAIN

MASTER SGT. KELVIN KING

Where is the time going?
Fall will soon be upon us. It will
be welcomed to have the summer
temperatures diminish to cut down
on the heat related illnesses and too
much exposure to the sun. Fall is my
favorite time of the year. Seeing the
leaves on the trees make that amaz-
ing change is a good indication that
the seasons are shifting. The only
thing about it that I don’t like is all
the leaves that fall and fall and fall in
your yard. Leaf raking is something
that as a kid I enjoyed very little.
Now with the modern equipment
available you can do this chore easily
and quickly.
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Changing Seasons

Our times are like the seasons
that change due to the fact more
equipment and technology is ad-
vancing quicker than our ability to
grasp. Well, I will speak for my own
experience on this topic. I was at my
civilian place of employment and
one of my co-workers had a video
of his daughter’s birthday party. Of
course it was on his smartphone
in HD with a sharp vivid picture
and sound that was loud and clear.
He was able to view it as soon as
he finished recording. When I was
a kid not too many years ago in
the 1970’, you can laugh if you
like... We had a Kodak 8mm hand
held camera and the film had to be
mailed off to be developed which

took about two weeks to get back as
I recall. Then my father would open
the package, which was in a round
flat tin container, and my siblings
and I would anticipate seeing the
film that had to be loaded onto a
projector and played without the
sound. Wow have times changed.
We can also include this in our
lives as the world we live in evolves
constantly. With the new technol-
ogy we should make time to inter-
act with one another. The personal
touch to communication must not-

fade like old technology.

Yellow Ribbon: Prepare for deployment

By Jamie Ellis

As many of you gear up for the
upcoming deployments it can be
both an exciting time and anxious
time for most folks. It is often we
become focused on ourselves and
making sure that we have all the
paperwork and arrangements in
order. We are often processing our
emotions about leaving the country,
our families and what we know is
familiar. This maybe your first de-
ployment or your fifth deployment.
How do you prepare yourself and
your family?

I am reminded of what our
wing commander, Col Condit, said
recently about being in uniform in a
diner and several people coming up

to him thanking him for his service.
The event made him think about
who thanks our families for their ser-
vice to us when we leave. I've been
both the person deploying and the
one staying behind, so I understand
how hard it can be for both sides.

A great way to connect with oth-
ers who can relate to and connect
to your family is the Yellow Ribbon
Program. You might say, “I know
about this, isn’t this just for those
who have never been deployed.” Yel-
low Ribbon is so much more than
that. It is a way to reconnect with
your family and have them express
their fears/concerns about being
home while you are deployed.

The Yellow Ribbon program has

question and answer sessions where
you and your family can express
concerns. You can also learn ways

to stay better connected with each
other. Each Airman is allowed 1
Yellow Ribbon event prior to deploy-
ment and 2 Yellow Ribbon events
after deployment. The next sched-
uled Yellow Ribbon event is Novem-
ber 18-20, 2016 in Orlando, Fla.
Please see Technical Sgt. Kidd if you
would like to attend. Think of it
this way....it is a great way to spend
quality time with your family.
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First class response to accident

On Thursday, September 1, there
was an accident resulting in a serious
foot injury to Senior Airman Jude Cas-
tanos, a member of the 908th Main-
tenance Squadron Sheet Metal shop.
Castanos, along with Staff Sgt. Steven
Harris, Senior Airman Dustin Smith
and Master Sgt. James Melton were
working to restore a light duty trailer
in the corrosion control blast booth
in bldg. 1456. The front of the trailer
was already on jack stands as Castanos
attempted to lift and help place stands
under the rear of the trailer. The trailer
shifted and fell off the front jack stands,
causing the rear of the trailer to bottom
out. An “L” shaped angle iron came
down on Castanos’ foot making contact
between the steel toe of his boot and his
ankle.

At first, Castanos said he wasn’t sure
if he was hurt. The impact felt like
pressure and the pain was not immedi-
ate. “Harris was the first to notice I had
blood coming out of my boot,” Casta-

S

nos said. Within seconds everyone with
him sprang into action. Melton went
inside to call for an ambulance while
Harris ran to get the first-aid kit. Smith
stayed with Castanos and helped him
get his boot off and elevate the injured
foot above his heart. Smith also called
Castanos’ wife. Castanos spoke with
her to let her know he’'d been hurt, but
not to worry. When Harris returned
with the First Aid kit, Castanos foot
was still bleeding significantly despite
being elevated. “Since it was bleeding
I put plenty of bandages on it and then
wrapped his foot real tight,” Harris said.
Once his foot was bandaged, Harris
and Master Sgt. Cody Green moved
Castanos into the shade and waited
for the ambulance to arrive. Castanos
said he and Green were already discuss-
ing the accident report while waiting.
Smith waited for the ambulance on the
far side of the building, directing it to
where Castanos was located. He was
taken to Jackson hospital for treatment.

Jf!l

“The injuries to his foot included a
damaged artery so when the medical
staff at Jackson Hospital unwrapped
Castanos’ foot it started bleeding again,”
said Maj. Richard Cox, Commander
of the 908" Maintenance Squadron.
“They said whoever bandaged him up
on scene did an excellent job. It is for-
tunate that Harris was there, as he has
previously studied to be a nurse and has
worked in a hospital.” X-rays later re-
vealed that Castanos had sustained four
broken bones in his foot. He recently
shared that the doctor said it looks like
everything is going to mend properly
and no surgery is required.

“I really owe those guys,” Castanos
said. “They all performed flawlessly.
Everyone acted as if we had planned
and practiced for just this event before-
hand. Sgt. Harris did an outstanding
job. Within just a few minutes they had
taken care of me and we were just wait-
ing for the ambulance to arrive.”

Lt. Col. Emory Dueitt, the new 908th Operations Support Squadron Commander, addresses the audience following
his assumption of command. The Alabama native said he is happy to be home and leading great Airmen.



2nd Lieutenants, David Smith, above,
Drew Tatum, below, are slated to be
pilots in the 357th Airlift Squadron.

NEWS

Recently four wing members graduated
from Officer Training School and the Com-
missioned Officer Training School. Drew
Tatum, Cortney Tremer and David Smith
graduated from OTS and commissioned as
2nd Lieutenants on Sept 2. Desiree Statler
graduated from COT on Sept 9.

Tatum and Smith are slated to become
pilots, Tremer, a logistics readiness officer
and Statler a flight nurse.

Tremer said OTS was the most challeng-
ing and memorable training of her career.
Drill and dorm inspections emphasized
attention to detail and working together
as a team. She and her fellow cadets were
challenged with the practical application of
lessons learned, through leading peers via
flight, squadron and group or wing posi-
tions. She said she felt a sense of accom-
plishment in overcoming so many challeng-
es. “As I proudly marched across the parade
field I thought about those who helped me
along the way,” Tremer said. “My graduation
was a result of the efforts of so many people:
peers, mentors, subordinates, supervisors
and friends.”

“At first COT was very difficult,” Statler
said. Statler, a cardiac intensive care nurse
in her civilian job, said she was thankful for
the friends she met and the great relation-
ships formed with members of her flight
and the staff. She is excited about her future
as a flight nurse with the 908th AES.

Colonel Donald Richey, Commander of
the 908th Operations Group said, “It’s not
often you get to welcome three new Second
Lieutenants into your organization at the
same time. We anxiously await the comple-
tion of their training so they can begin their
careers in the 908th Operations Group.”

2nd Lt., Courtney Tremer, (with Col. Hal
Linnean,) and 2nd Lt., Desiree Statler be-
low graduated OTS and COT respectively.
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Col David Condit, Commander of
the 908th Airlift Wing visited the
Civil Engineering Squadron and par-
ticipated in a training exercise with
the Firefighters during the Septem-
ber UTA. In the top left photo he’s
in a fire truck. In the top right photo
Technical Sgt. Darryl Lane is helping
him into one of the new firefighter
suits. In the two bottom photos he
is directing the hose on the fire, and
posing with Staff Sgt. Kenneth Bri-
zendine. - &
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Photo By: Ray Zawarski
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“City of Montgomery II'
performs flyover
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KEY SPOUSE ORGANIZATION REACHES OUT TO
DEPLOYED MEMBERS FAMILIES

AES had approximately 15 members deploy late Au-
gust through mid September. One of the amazing Key
Spouses, Angela Farris, (CES representative) designed
and donated her time and talents to making tote bags

to send to the deployed members’ family. The tote bags
were mailed to the families with a letter of encourage-
ment and support from the 908th Key Spouses. The
Key Spouse Organization wanted to reach out and estab-
lish a connection to the deployed members’ family early
in the deployment to reassure them that the Key Spouses
and the 908th Airlift Wing are eager to help and support
them in the upcoming months while our members are
away. The Key Spouse program provides a resources of
support for 908th members and their families. If you
are interested in joining the Key Spouse organization,
please contact Stephany Condit (stephcondit@comcast.
net), Amy Brooks (amybrooks@gvtc.com) or Chief Mar-
tha Roy ( Martha.roy@us.af.mil)

The teams representing the Maintenance Group, left, and the
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron celebrate coming in first
and second place respectively during the kickball tournament
held September 10.

The 908th Air Wing 56’ers Organization would like to say thanks
to squadrons who participated in our second Annual Kickball
Tournament. Congratulations to the team from the Mainte-
nance Group for being the 2016 Kickball Champions. Beware
you are now the target, so be ready to defend that trophy!
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New to the 908th

Maj. Matthew Hylton, AW
Maj. Laura Klepper, 357 AS
Capt. Kelly Miller, AES

Ind Lt. Marsena Walker, 25 APS
Master Sgt.Victor Senegar, AMXS

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Hall, MXS

Staff Sgt. Kenneth Jones, LRS

Senior Airman Shirley Lednicky, 25 APS

Airman Ist Class Amber Burhans, AMXS
Airman st Class Candice Hubbard, ASTS
Airman Aizaiah May, CES
Airman Basic Jeremy Donaldson, CES
Airman Basic Jacolby Fitts, LRS
Airman Basic Jalen Judkins, FSS
Airman Basic Tykea Watkins, ASTS

BRIEFS

National Veteran’s Day Birmingham

Each year Birmingham holds one of
the largest Veteran’s Day observances in
the country. The parade is something
everyone should see at least once, with
more than 100 units/groups participat-
ing with bands, marching units, floats
etc.

One of the events held is a formal din-
ner held the night before on November
10th. Roughly 1,000-1,200 people
attend the dinner at the Birmingham
Convention Center. A table has been
reserved for 8 people to attend. Ad-
ditional tables/seats may be available.
Tickets are $35 each. Dress is either

Mess Dress or the Semi-formal uniform.

If you would like to attend the dinner
please contact Lt. Col. Jerry Lobb, 953-
6804 as soon as possible, but not later

than COB October 2.

Montgomery holds Veteran’s Day
Parade

The Annual Montgomery River Region
Veterans Day Parade will take place on
November 11 beginning at 11 a.m. in
front of the State Capitol and contin-
ues down Dexter Avenue to the Court
Square Fountain. Following the parade,
the Capitol Sounds Band will perform
a Veterans Day Concert inside the City
Hall Auditorium beginning at 12 noon
- Rain or Shine. For more information,

call 334-625-2100

On 9-11, the 908th Civil Engineer Squadron held an open ranks inspection and then
posed for a unit photo.
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UTA Lodging
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* Make reservations, cancellations or —
changes at least 48 hours prior to 908™ Unir Traning Assemsry

your arrival.
* Maxwell Toll-Free  1(800) 673-9356

Direct (334) 323-8557/83a8

* Input your unit authorization code Start End __Event Location/OPR
i it'e Fi Friday, September 30, 2016
- (Biven by unit's st Sergeant) 1500 TBD  Commander’s Staff Mecting Bldg 803/42ABW Conf Rm
Dial d93-8557 or 323-85a8 1700  TBD  First Sergeants’ Meeting Holiday Inn Express, Prattville
o )
. Upan request, fnpUt USER D o Saturday, October 1, 2016
Upon request, input PIN number, then "#. 0530  TBD  Fit to Fight Testing Session One HAWC
; ; ; 0730 0800  **SignIn** Orderly Room
PINis ESSIQI’IEd dUPII’Ig NEWED[TIEPS' If not 0730 TBD Fit To Fight Testing Session Two HAWC
known, contact 308th Services. 0800 1030  Newcomer’s MPS Inprocessing Bldg 1056/Classroom
* Make, change, cancel, check reservation 0800 1100  Lab work/DNA/HIV/Blood testing Bldg 760/Lab
' ' ' 0800 1530  Physicals Bldg 760/Floor 1
Reservation: input arrival date followed 0830 1530 ImmuniTzarions y Bldg 760/Fl(f)or 1
0900 0930 SAPM Trainin Bldg 1056/CC Conf Rm
by departure date, then type [ADT, DT, or .- &
' R 0900 1000  UDM Meeting Bldg 848/CF Classroom
both (ADT: Annual Tour, Mandays, Special 0900 1000 Fitness for duty (DD 689 & Fitness Letter) Bldg 760/Floor 1
] 0900 1000 First Duty Station Briefing Bldg 1056/Classroom
Tour) (IDT: UTA, AFTF, RMP. Make-up LTA). 0930 1030  HRDC Meeting Bldg 1056/CC Conf Rm
UTAis IDT.] 0930 1000  TDY/PCS Outprocessing Bldg1056/Rm111/DPMSA
: 1230 1530  CDCTesting Bldg 903/FSDE
> ADT unly? Call Ludglng:(334) da3-6133 1330 1400 Fitness for Duty (DD 689 & Fitness Letter) Bldg 760/Floor 1
* | a scheduled UTA weekend, system will 1700~ 1730 Sign Out Orderly Room
tell h il be stavi . . .Sunda}.r, October 2, 2016
Ell you where you will be staying 0530  TBD  Fit To Fight Testing Session One HAWC
0730  TBD  Fit To Fight Testing Session Two HAWC
Contact Tech. Sgt. Cedrea Young 1230 1300  SORTS/DRRS/ART Briefing Bldg1055/908 CAT
- i 1300 1400 352 Training/Wing Training Bldg 903
(334) 3a3-1630. option | 1300 1500 3D Comm Element Training Bldg 848
Emer cell: (204) 2a8-1684 1300 1400  3D0X1 Knowledge Operation Training Bldg 1056
D3N: 493-7332 cedrea.young@us.af.mil 1600 - Sign Out Orderly Room
Eheckuut UL Support functions’ schedule
No time to go to the front desk, or phone
7 i : Activity Dates & hours of operation Location/Ext.
cherge? Orop the keys in the drop box in Newcomers' Trg FLT Sat 0730-1700 Bldg 1056/Rm 101
Bldg 682 (Main Lodging) for your conve-
nience MPS Customer Svc Sat 1300-1700 / Sun 0700-1300 Bldg 1056/3-5522
: M-F 0900-1600
D0 NOT USE this box if you have charges (Closed 1300-1600 every Wed except drill week)
on your bill Reserve Pay MTTHEF 0800-1600 / Wed 0800-1200 Bldg 1056/3-6722
In accordance with AFl 34-246 smoking is SHELRIEI S e
prohibited in lodging rooms. You may be Fitness For Duty Sif 0900-1000 . Bldg 760 2nd Floor4/
charged a minimum of $50 for cleaning for Bring DD Form 689 =l
vinlating this AFI. Medical Records Sat 0800-1500 / Closed Sun Bldg 760 2nd Floor/
3-5714
Individual Equipment Bldg 1154/3-6020
Clothing Sales Sat 0900-1500 Bldg 851/3-7505
UTAs FY17 Restricted Area Badge M-F 0730-1600 Bldg 502/3-4283
Oct. 1-2 April 1-2 Geneva Conv Cards M-F 0730-1600 Bldg 502/3-4283
Nov. 3-6 May B-7 Dining Hall Breakfast: 0600-0800 Bldg 668/3-5127

Dec. 3-4 June 3-4 Brunch: 1030-1300
Jan. 7-8 July 8- Dinner: 1600-1800
Feb. 11-12 Aug. 5-B
MHI‘EI'I 4_5 SE tg H'"] Lodging Ofﬁce Bldg 682 /240-5600
pL. Photo Lab M-F 0730-1630 / Sun 1300-1500 Bldg 926/3-7981
Comm Help Desk Sat 0800-1600 / Sun 1300-1500
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Force Support Tidbits

Air Force Personnel Accountability and
Assessment System

908th Airlift Wing
401 W. Maxwell Blvd.
Maxwell AFB AL 36112-6501

Presorted
First Class
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #700
Montgomery, AL

TO THE FAMILY OF:

Are you able to honestly answer the following ques-
tions?

If there were a natural disaster in your local area,
would you know how to report your status to your unit?

Have you ever check to see if your contact informa-
tion (i.e. address, phone number) is correct?

Does the acronym AFPAAS sound familiar?

Have you ever accessed AFPAAS?

If you answered “no” to any of the above questions,
you're probably are not alone. The Air Force Personnel
Accountability and Assessment System (AFPAAS) is the
method the Air Force uses to standardize accounting, as-
sessing, managing, and monitoring the recovery process
of airmen and their families affected and/or displaced by
a natural or man-made disaster.

The AFPAAS provides valuable information to all
levels of the Air Force chain of command, allowing com-
manders to make strategic decisions which facilitate a
return to stability. Using AFPAAS also helps speed up
the process to help affected family members in need of
assistance. AFPAAS also helps commanders identify and
verify assistance or aid eligibility and entitlements for
affected personnel and their families prior to or immedi-
ately following a disaster.

How does it work? Logging into AFPAAS will allow
you and your family members to submit vital account-
ability information into a secure website using a com-
puter. Military personnel and family members can go to
https://afpaas.af.mil to: update current account status,
update contact/location information, add/remove family
members, and update family members’ contact/loca-
tion information. What if you do not have access to the
internet? If you are displaced from your home (or office)
and do not have access to a computer/internet access,
you can 1) contact someone who does and ask them to
use AFPAAS on your behalf, 2) request assistance from
local authorities and relief agencies, 3) call your unit’s
Commander’s Representative (COR), 4) or call the Air
Force Personnel Readiness Cell at 1-800-435-9941 to

report individual and family member status if affected by
a disaster.

My task for you: Log into and become familiar with
the above website. Verify your information and make
any necessary changes (make sure you save any changes).

So when contacted via AtHoc or telephone recall
from your unit regarding an AFPAAS event--exercise
or real-world--please respond immediately. Your reply
is critical in replying to HQ Air Force regarding your
status.

Santa Claus will once again be visiting the 908th on
Saturday, December 3. Plan now to bring your chil-
dren, grandchildren out to see Santa arrive and bring
the jolly old elf their wish list. Children, young and not
so young should gather in the 357th Airlift Squadron
Briefing room by 10 a.m. that morning.




