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COMMENTARY

Yeltastia Il [hree Keys to Success

As I'look out at the world we operate
in, two defining elements become clear.
First, money is tight. Dollars available
versus demand means we will always be
underfunded. Second, conflict all over the
globe is persistent. We are constantly in a
cycle of training, deploying and resetting
because America needs the Air Force to do
its job every day, and the Air Force cant do
it without us.

I have three guiding philosophies on
how we will succeed:

Be mission ready.

We, at the core of our existence, provide
combat forces to any combatant command-
er, anywhere in the world. There is noth-
ing that we do more important than being
ready to do our military jobs. We are unique
within the reserve components in that our
culture and tasking says we can be ready to
deploy anywhere in the world in less than a
week and seamlessly do our combat mission
side by side with active component forces.

Work together to get to yes.

We never have enough manpower or
expertise to have dedicated specialists to
take care of issues. We compensate by asking
everyone to do a little bit that’s outside their
AFSC. That’s necessary, but it both conflicts
with priority one above and frustrates every-
one. We have to work together. If someone
is asking for help, it’s OK to say, “That’s
not my job,” but only if you follow it up
with “But let me help you find a solution.”
If it is your area of expertise, remember —
they didn’t go to your schools and get your
training. We will only succeed by solving
problems as a team.

Take care of each other.

What we do is hard. There is no other

way to look at it. Not only do we have our

COL. KENNETH OSTRAT
Commander, 908th Airlift Wing

regular jobs, but each of you have volun-
teered to devote free time you could spend
relaxing with friends to serving your nation.
Part of that service is we ask you to leave
your family for weeks or months at a time
to go overseas where you can be of no help
back home. Families can feel lost and aban-
doned, and it can be the defining stressor in
a relationship. We need to help each other
out. There are support programs, both of-
ficial and un-official within the wing. Talk
to your first sergeants and commanders,
find out what we can do to help. Then talk
to your peers and help each other. When
someone deploys to serve, there should be a
thousand people back here ready and able to
ease the strain on the families left behind.

I’'m excited to be here, and proud to be a
part of this wing again.
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Ostrat Assumes Command of the 908th

By Bradley J. Clark
908th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. — The 908th
Airlift Wing has a familiar face rejoining its ranks, but
this time in a new position.

The Commander of 22nd Air Force at Dobbins Air
Reserve Base, Ga., Maj. Gen. John Stokes, transferred
command of the 908th Airlift Wing to Col. Kenneth
Ostrat during an Assumption of Command ceremony
March 5, at Maxwell Air Force Base.

Ostrat had a previous stint with the 908th, serving as
Director of Operations for the 357th Airlift Squadron
from July 2008 until December 2012.

During the ceremony Stokes highlighted some of the
demands and expectations the wing is preparing to face.

“This is a very special wing to me,” said Stokes, who
also was a member of the 908® from 2001-2006. “This
is a great place with special people. It’s also a busy place,
and it’s that way because this wing is ready to get in the
fight.”

“We have been going at a high pace for the last 26
years,” said Stokes. “And that takes a toll on our Airmen,
equipment, and families. Let there be no mistake, we are
about combat. We will continue to fight for this great

country as long as there is an enemy in front of us and
our families are behind us.”

Stokes then lauded the wing for its readiness.

“I am very confident that you are well prepared for
whatever comes your way,” said Stokes. “And under Col.
Ostrat’s leadership, you are in very good hands.”

During his comments, Ostrat addressed his return to
the 908th and his expectations of the manner in which
the wing will perform.

“It feels really good to be home,” explained Ostrat.
“What we do matters, so when we deploy we will do so
with excellence.”

Ostrat then explained the honor and pride he feels
for the 908th.

“It’s a privilege to be here again and to be in this posi-
tion,” said Ostrat. “Thank you very much.”

Ostrat’s previous assignment was Chief of the Pro-
grams Division, Headquarters Air Force Reserve Com-
mand, Robins Air Force Base, Ga.

Ostrat replaces Col. David Condit, who commanded
the 908th from May 2016 until December 2016. Col.
Pat Brooks, Vice Commander of the wing has been in
charge since Condit’s departure.
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Big Al helps 908th Transfer Heritage and

Retire ‘Roll Tide’

By Bradley J. Clark
908th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. — The 908th
Airlifc Wing transferred the heritage of aircraft 85-0042
known as Roll Tide to aircraft number 89-1188 now
formally known as Roll Tide Jan 20.

The transfer was completed by the University of
Alabama mascot, Big Al, and Col. Don Richey com-
mander of the 908th Operations Group

The transfer marks the departure and retire-
ment of aircraft 42 after having flown more than 12,000
hours in the 31 years since it arrived at Maxwell. It has
deployed in support of most/all of the named contingen-
cies in the Middle East and Africa since then. It has also
supported humanitarian and relief operations, following
hurricanes and floods at home and abroad.

During the ceremony, Big Al carried a University
of Alabama flag from 42 to 1188.

There was also a special message from Stuart R.
Bell, the President of the University of Alabama, which
said, “Thank you for your service, for your dedication
and for your professionalism. The entire Crimson Tide

family is grateful for all that you do for Alabama and our
nation.”

The message continued with, “It has been our
tremendous privilege knowing the 908th has honored
The University of Alabama with the distinction of nam-
ing one of your C-130 Hercules aircraft the ‘Roll Tide.’
While it is sad to learn the current aircraft will be retired
next week, we are thrilled to participate in this ceremony
to transfer the ‘Roll Tide” heritage to this new member
of your fleet.

The 908th is very proud of its community ties
and takes great honor in being the only reserve unit in
the state, it means a lot to the wing to have those same
feelings reciprocated.

“As you know, The University of Alabama is where
legends are made,” said Bell. “We know the 908th Airlift
Wing is where heroes are cultivated, leaders are devel-
oped ... and legends are flown. We are extremely proud
to help transfer the ‘Roll Tide’ legacy to aircraft 89-1188
today, and we again thank you for this great honor.
ROLL TIDE!”

After the ceremony, Big Al met with members of the
908th for pictures and to talk about their shared love for
the university.
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Auburn helps 908th Transfer Heritage and

Retire Purple Heart rec:plent \X/ar Eagle

By Bradley J. Clark
908th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. — The 908th
Airlifc Wing transferred the heritage of aircraft number
85-0040 known as War Eagle to aircraft number 91-
9142 Feb 24, at Maxwell Air Force Base.

The transfer was completed by members of Au-
burn University, to include approximately 20 cadets
from their Air Force ROTC detachment and Maj. Sam
Manno, an Auburn ROTC alumnus, and navigator with
the 908th Airlift Wing.

The transfer marks the departure and retirement of
aircraft 40 after having flown more than 12,000 hours in
the 31 years since it arrived at Maxwell. It has deployed
in support of all of the named contingencies in the
Middle East and Africa since then. It has also supported
humanitarian and relief operations, following hurricanes
and floods at home and abroad.

During the ceremony, Cadet Lowmiller and a group
of Cadets in formation marched an Auburn University
flag from 40 to 9142 symbolically moving the “War
Eagle” name and legacy to the newer aircraft.

Auburn ROTC’s Detachment Commander, Lt. Col.
Jeftery Welborn, read a special message from Jay Gogue,
the President of Auburn University, to wing members
which said, “Auburn is proud to work alongside Maxwell
Air Force Base, and we are grateful for the service of the

men and women who work there. We are particularly
honored that the “War Eagle” has represented Auburn
throughout its distinguished military career.”

His message continued with, “Over its storied 31
years in service, the “War Eagle’” has witnessed first-hand
the dangers associated with defending our great nation.
In 2005, while deployed in Iraq, the “War Eagle’ took
a 107mm rocket through one of its engines. Despite
the attack, the “War Eagle’ was still able to land safely
with all 55 passengers aboard unharmed. It serves as a
reminder of the dangers military personnel face in pro-
tecting our country.”

The 908th is proud of its community ties and takes
great honor in being the only reserve unit in the state,
it means a lot to the wing to have those feelings recipro-
cated.

“While we are sad to see this plane removed from
service, we are honored to celebrate its history and see
its replacement continue to defend our country with a
big “War Eagle,” and Auburn logo painted on the side,”
explained Gogue. “As you know, Auburn has a long his-
tory of supporting the U.S. Military and all of the brave
men and women who serve in it. We wish the new “War
Eagle’ C-130 Hercules all the best, and we are confident
it will have a career equally as honorable as its predeces-
sor. On Behalf of the Auburn family, we wish a hearty
‘War Eagle’ to you and all of Maxwell Air Force Base.”



Serving up Smiles, 208th Force Support Squadr

By Bradley J. Clark
908th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE
BASE, Ala. — There was an eerie
silence as the sun continued to lift
above the horizon. Temperatures
were still brisk as they awaited the
arrival of their pallet from the sky.
This remote location was an all too
familiar site for U. S. Air Force Air-
men belonging to Force Support
Squadrons. A tent city needing a
combat kitchen to feed members as-
signed to that location.

Instead of a tent city at a de-
ployed in location, the 908th Airlift
Wing’s Force Support Squadron was
at the Blue Thunder training area on
Maxwell Air Force Base Feb. 11, to
once again compete in the Hennessy
Competition.

Each year, the Air Force presents
the John L. Hennessy Award to
recognize the team who best excels
in food service.

After a second place finish in the

team portion of last year’s competi-

tion, the 908th was hungry for the
win this year.

“Honestly I don't feel that much
pressure,” said Staff Sgt. Octavius
Ausbon, who won the individual
Outstanding Performer award last
year. “We do this as a team and we
have a great team at that. Coming
in second last year just gives us more
motivation this year. We have a great
set up and we are way better time
wise than we were.”

According to Chief Master Sgt.
Dan Kelly, Air Force Reserve Com-
mand functional manager, one of
three judges for the competition, the
908th is the first of four teams vying
for the title this year.

“The other three teams to be
judged between now and April are:
the 512th Airlift Wing at Dover Air
Force Base, Del.; the 419th Fighter
Wing at Hill Air Force Base, Utah;
and the 934th Airlift Wing at Min-
neapolis-St. Paul Air Reserve Station,
Minn.,” explained Kelly. “The 908th
should be proud, they are already in
the top four out of 39 other eligible

. »
units.

Winning the Hennessy Competi-
tion isn’t just about bragging rights
to hold over other units, there are
real world implications to being the
best of the best.

“These guys get training with
chefs,” said Kelly. “They get to go to
the food show in Chicago, and they
can spend a week in Napa Valley,
Calif., training and learning from
the best of the best.”

With so much on the line, the
judges have to be extremely skilled
and knowledgeable to be able to
distinguish the best from the rest.

That’s where the other two
members of the judging team come
in, Senior Master Sgt. Shakela
McNeill, and Executive Chef David
Richmond, member of the National
Restaurant Association Educational
Foundation.

McNeill, who is now in charge
of readiness at the AFRC level, just
left the school house after being an
instructor for six years is in a perfect
position to be one of the judges for
the competition according to Kelly.

“I think my experiences make



it easier for me to be able to judge
the competition,” said McNeill. “I
know what the standard is because
I remember teaching them the
standards. I know what to look for
because I see this stuff in my sleep.”

Every team competing knows
what those standards are as well, so
something else has to become evi-
dent to stand out as the best.

“They have to think outside of
the box,” explained McNeill. “I
know it’s a food competition and
while that is the biggest factor, it’s
not all about the food.”

Thinking outside of the box is
exactly what the team has done this
year.

“We feel better about this year,”
said Tech. Sgt. Sannu Cummings-
Brooks, food team lead for the
908th’s team. “We have made some
additions that should give us an
edge. We have extra décor and we
have improved on our time. Right
now we are on time and on sched-
ule.”

Time management can be a vital
aspect to the competition, and if the
908th’s time management is any in-
dication of where they stand overall,
then things are looking good for the
team.

“The standard amount of time to
set up the kitchen is supposed to be
an hour and a half,” said McNeill.
“They did it in less than 45 min-
utes.”

Witnessing the 908th was Rich-
mond’s first experience in seeing the
Hennessy Competition, let alone
judging it.

“It’s absolutely amazing to see
a small pallet transformed into a
kitchen that can produce a hot
meal,” exclaimed Richmond. “To see

a group of individuals that are pas-
sionate about what they do and that
are trained to be leaders and trained
to put out a product in a timely
manner is great.”

Even with a strong feeling of awe,
Richmond knows what he is looking
for as far as judging is concerned.

“They have to put out an amazing
product,” explained Richmond. “I'm
looking for organization, passion,
people who know when to step up
and be leaders while also knowing
when to step back and be a team
player following someone else’s lead.
The winning team needs to have a
hot, safe, and clean product.”

According to Richmond, the
908th did just that.

“They fed people in a safe way,”
said Richmond. “They were orga-
nized, clean, and followed all the
right rules and regulations.”

Just like McNeill, Richmond
knows that it isn’t just about the
food.

“They have to be hospitable,” said
Richmond. “They have to remember
that the customer is king.”

Once again, it seems the 908th
has met that expectation and set the
bar pretty high for other teams to
follow.

“I saw
a drive
to serve,”
proclaimed
Richmond.
“Every
member of
the team
was en-
gaged, genu-
ine, and
going the

extra mile.”
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on Competes for John L. Hennessy Award
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New to the 908th

Lt. Col. Teri Spivey, AW Senior Airman Webster Antwi, MXS
Maj. Brandon Hemphill, ASTS Senior Airman Casey Ashley, CES
Capt. Kevin Hutchinson, LRS Senior Airman Matthew Averitt, LRS
Ind Lt. Lashonda Battaglia, ASTS Senior Airman Desmond Beaulah, MXS
Ind Lt. Ashley Langley, AES Senior Airman Brian Healey, 25 APS
Master Sgt. David Owens, MXS Senior Airman Brandon Smith, SFS
Master Sgt. Jamie Truitt, AMXS Senior Airman Joel Whitman, AMXS
Tech. Sgt. Samuel Green, ASTS Senior Airman James Williams, MXS
Tech. Sgt. Dewayne Guice, MXS Senior Airman Jerrell Williams, SFS
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Harrison, FS§ Airman Ist Class Krystal Dinkins, FSS
Tech. Sgt. Robert Lee, FSS Airman Ist Class Airielle Edwards, AMXS
Tech. Sgt. Jimmy Steube, CES Airman st Class Whisper Etter, AMXS
Tech. Sgt. Kristen Travo, AW Airman st Class Porsche Gavin, ASTS
Tech. Sgt. Monica White, LRS Airman |st Class Shamar Johnson, ASTS
Staff Sgt. Malia Belton, AW Airman Ist Class Deja Leroy, ASTS
Staff Sgt. Jozelle Browne, MXS Airman Ist Class Narkita Morrow, ASTS “Pherick H, Ezelle
Staff Sgt. Darryl Bryant, MXS Airman Ist Class Shervanae Scott, MXS TI&%}W C. Hill
Staff Sgt. Lashonda Cole, ASTS Airman Ist Class Jerry Vasquez, MXS I\S/Igign LPEI;IV(;:I?
Staff Sgt. Patrick Demesiner, AMXS Airman st Class Meketa Webb, CES Daﬁﬁ; Smith
Staff Sgt. Regina Giardini, AW Airman st Class Ebony Williams-Wingard, CES Dustin.C. Smith
Staff Sgt. Marcus Johnson, SFS Airman Ist Class Kanita Wright, SFS
Staff Sgt. Tinay Maddox, LRS Airman Robert Rembert, MXS Kendall
Staff Sgt. Saleumsack Manivong, 25 APS Airman Victoria Tarver, CES AN

Jody Armstrong

Joshua C. Green
Keondrick T. Johnson
Mark A. Klein

David L. Owens
Tracey J. Piel
Timothy B. Smith

\Emie T. Truite

Matthew D. Bruce

John D Dorriety
Jon T. Feazell
Rebecca R. Harrison
Terance T, Jackson
Aaron I’ Rogers

Evan P. Stroumpis

Christophé\\j. Adams

Ivan]J. Desindes

illiams

Jasmine K. Mcneal
Charles A. Steward
Jerry A. Vasquez
Fletcher D. Windham

Aizaiah D. May

Jon M. Blaine
Jalen D. Judkins
Malachi G. Norris

Jacob A. Trump

¢ €

Shervanae S. Scott
Antesia D. Taylor
Meiketa L. Webb

Jaz A. Sarriera

Jasper S. Fryer
Ramone P. Lacey
Jeanne L. Pyo
Tykea J. Watkins

Staff Sgt. Curtis Mims, LRS Airman Basic Ramone Lacey, CES Nide ANByvn 111
Staff Sgt. Lorenzo Morris, 25 APS Airman Basic Leslie Patton, LRS Katelyn N“x\{%acho Yau
Senior Airman Omar Abella, AW Airman Basic Jacob Wright, MXS Charla T. Colbert

Senior Airman Joseph Abernathy, MXS Tovang@ NFinley
Josep Y Zachab\l. Gantt
Andrew R.\Hampton
GAINING ALTITUDE :
Kendria:-R. Huguley
Teterrion M. Blackmon Moriah L. Bridges Jason K. Jackson
Taylor M. Clark Krystal S. Dinkins Lloydstone L. Jacobs
Cameron J. Doss Asia M. Douglas Heathe?\E-&aUPPC
Jonathan U. Dow Jeremy W. Driver Kynara A, Lewis
Airielle Edwards Ashley K. Fearson Tabitha N. Eockhart
Travis B. Jackson Cecilia C. Jenkins ]ylﬁn Meccoy

Anthony M. Mcgill
Courtney A. Murphy
Laverne D. Murphy
Kyle A. \Nggamatsu
Latricia P. Parks
Denver C. Robles
avia E. Ruffin
Calli-A. Sautter
Cameron M. Smith
Christopher P. Tarantino
Leborius J. Williams



UTA Lodging

* Make reservations, cancellations or
changes at least 48 hours prior to
your arrival.

* Maxwell Toll-Free 1 (800) 673-9356
Direct (334) 953-8557/85458

* Input your unit authorization code

(Given by unit's First Sergeant)

* Dial 953-82a7 or 953-8258

* Upon request, input USER D

* Upon request, input PIN number, then "#."
PIN is assigned during Newcomers. If not
known, contact 308th Services.

* Make, change, cancel, check reservation
Reservation: input arrival date followed
by departure date. then type [ADT, IDT, or
both (ADT: Annual Tour, Mandays. Special
Tour) (IDT: UTA. AFTP, RMP. Make-up LTA).
UTAis IDT.]
> ADT only? Call Lodging:(334) 953-6133

* |t a scheduled UTA weekend, system will
tell you where you will be staying

(uestions?

Contact Tech. Sgt. Cedrea Young
(334) 953-1630. option |

Emer cell: (254) 208-1884
DSN: 493-7332 cedrea.young@us.af.mil

Checkout time:

No time to go to the front desk, or phone
charge? Drop the keys in the drop box in
Bldg 682 (Main Lodging) for your conve-
nience.

00 NOT USE this box if you have charges

on your bill.

In accordance with AFl 34-246 smoking is
prohibited in lodging rooms. You may be
charged a minimum of $50 for cleaning for
vinlating this AFI.

UTAs FY17

June 3-4 Aug. 5-B
July 8-9 Sept. 3-10

Projected UTAs FY18

Oct. 14-15 April 7-8
Nov. 4-3 May 5-6
Dec. 2-3 June 2-3
Jan. B-7 July 14-15
Feb. 3-4 Aug. 4-5
March 3-4 Sept. 8-9
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908™ Unit Traning Assemsry

May

Start End Event Location/OPR
Friday, May 5, 2017
1500 TBD Commander’s Staff Meeting Bldg 804/42ABW Conf Rm
1700 TBD  First Sergeants’ Meeting Holiday Inn Express, Prattville
Saturday, May 6, 2017
0730 0815 Commander Call for ASTS, MSG, AW Wood Auditorium
0830 0915 Commanders Call for MXG, OG,DTF Wood Auditorium
1100 TBD  Family Day Sports Complex
Sunday, May 7, 2017

0600 1030 Fit To Fight Testing HAWC
0630 0700  SignIn Orderly Room
0700 1500 Labwork/DNA/HIV/Blood testing Bldg760/Lab
0800  TBD  Physicals Bldg 760/Flr 1
0800 1030  Newcomer’s MPS Inprocessing Bldg 1056/Classroom
0830 1130 CDC Testing Bldg 1016/FSDE
0830 TBD Immunizations Bldg 760/Flr 1
0900 1000 Fitness for duty (DD 689) Bldg 760/Flr 1
0900 1000 First Duty Station Briefing Bldg 1056/Classroom
0930 1000 TDY/PCS Outprocessing Bldg1056/Rm111/DPMSA
1230 1300 SORTS/DRRS/ART Briefing Bldg1055/908 CAT
1300 1500 AFSC SPECIFIC TRAINING Designated Workcenter
1600 - Sign Out Orderly Room

908th Deploys To Biscuits game
Sat June 3rd Tickets are $13 each
Payment & Reservations with PA

Join us on Social Media.
For our “Group Pages” send the email
address associated to your FB account

Dealine is COB May 15th.

to the Public Affairs Office.

Activity
Newcomers' Trg FLT

Geneva Conv Cards

Comm Help Desk

Support functions’ schedule

Dates & hours of operation

Sun 0700-1600

M-F 0730-1600

Dining Hall Breakfast: 0600-0800
Brunch: 1030-1300
Dinner: 1600-1800

Lodging Office

Photo Lab

M-F 0730-1630 / Sun 1300-1500

Sun 1300-1500

Location/Ext.
Bldg 1056/Rm 101

MPS Customer Svc Sun 0700-1300 Bldg 1056/3-5522
M-F 0900-1600
(Closed 1300-1600 every Wed except drill week)
Reserve Pay MTTHEF 0800-1600 / Wed 0800-1200 Bldg 1056/3-6722
Sun 1230-1500
Fitness For Duty Sun 0900-1000 Bldg 760 1st Floor/
** Bring DD Form 689 ** 3-5714
Medical Records Sun 0800-1500 Bldg 760 2nd Floor/
3-5714
Individual Equipment Bldg 1154/3-6020
Clothing Sales Sat 0900-1500 Bldg 851/3-7505
Restricted Area Badge M-F 0730-1600 Bldg 502/3-4283

Bldg 502/3-4283
Bldg 668/3-5127

Bldg 682 /240-5600
Bldg 926/3-7981
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401 W. Maxwell Blvd.
Maxwell AFB AL 36112-6501

9o08th Airlift Wing
Wingman & Family
Day
Saturday, May 6, 2017

TO THE FAMILY OF:

Wingman Day Information
Location: Wood Hall, Bldg 1402, ACSC
Time: MSG, ASTS, Wing Staff--o720
Time: DTF, OG, MG--0820
Attire: Uniform of the Day

Family Day
Location: Maxwell AFB Sports Complex
Time: 1130-1600

1130
Wing Commander Opening Remarks
Honorary Commanders Initiation

1150
Lunch, Fields Open, Music Begins, Kids' Inflat-

ables, Face Painting, Kickball, Soccer, Cornhole,
Horseshoes, Information Booths, and a Dunk

Tank.

1330
Shenandoah




